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Important dates: 

July 

August 

27th   Music is Fun Exc – Prep-6 $10 

3rd    Camp instalment payment due 

3rd    Jeans For Genes Day 

6th    MARC Van 

7th    MARC Van 

7th    COGB Ride and Walk to School  

        Strategy session – Gr. 4/5/6 

7th    COGB Ride and Walk to School    

        Parent Listening Post 3.15 – 3.45 

9th    Finance Meeting 

10th  Hot Lunch Day – Prep, 1 & 2 

August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 

14th  Life Education Van 

14th  School Council Meeting 15th  Life 

Education Van 

17th  Hot Lunch Day – Gr 3, 4, 5 & 6 

17th  Camp instalment payment due 

21st  Book Week – character parade 

30th  Father’s & Special Person’s 

        Breakfast 

31st  Camp balance due 

1st    Progressive Dinner 6pm 

 

SCHOOL VALUES AWARDS 

Peyton – For always being at school bright 

and early and helping to organise the room 

and put the chairs down ready for the day. 

Keira – For showing increased organisational 

responsibility in the classroom. 

Annie – For always displaying the school 

values. 

William – For making an excellent start to 

Term 3 in his classroom behaviour and 

making efforts to be a good friend to his 

peers. 

Brianne – For showing the values of Personal 

Best, Co-operation and Respect when working 

on learning tasks and interacting with her 

peers. 

Olly – For showing an improved work ethic, 

often giving a personal best effort to complete 

learning tasks. 

Jaeyln – For his willingness to assist others and work co-operatively in a team. 
 

CLASSROOM ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

Lily – For keeping a detailed diary of her travels to Central 

Australia and confidently sharing her experiences with the 

class. 

Harry – For making a fantastic start to Term 3. 

Emme – For consistently contributing her knowledge in 

our integrated topics and for being active in classroom 

discussions. 

Emily B – For working hard to develop her understanding 

of how to solve subtraction problems that require renaming. 

Max – For producing lots of writing in class and using his time wisely. 

Piper – For staying focussed and completing her work to an excellent standard during Numeracy sessions. 
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GOLDEN BRUSH 

Well done to Grade 3. 
 

HOUSE TROPHY 

Last week was a draw – three rooms each. Well done McIvor and Campaspe. 

 

PEN LICENCE 

Well done to Alla who 

has earnt her Pen Licence 

this week. 

 

READING AWARDS 

Well done to a big group 

of P/1/2/3 students who 

have achieved another 

level in testing last week. 

Lots of our Preps are making amazing 

progress – keep it up. 

 

 

REGIONAL FOOTBALL CARNIVAL 

This week our senior students have been at the Regional Primary Schools Football Carnival. On Tuesday, 

our girls played really well winning two games, drawing one game and coming close in their other two 

games. The girls – many of whom were playing their first ever game of football - showed support and 

encouragement to each other which was a highlight of the day.  

Yesterday, our boys combined with Eppalock PS and also competed really well. The boys only lost 1 game 

to Castlemaine to finish 3rd overall. 

Thanks to the parents who came along to support and to Ms Mannes for the football jumpers. 

Please read the 2 student reports in the classroom section of the newsletter. 

 

NEW SOFTFALL 

This week we have had 24 cubic metres of new 

softfall delivered for our playground areas this week. 

We have had a wonderful crew of busy beavers at 

lunch and recess times helping to spread it all out. 

What an awesome team!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 

Each year, schools across Victoria are required to complete surveys to gather data to evaluate school 

performance. In Term Two, students completed the Attitudes to School Survey. These results have just come 

back to the school for analysis. In Term Three each year, both staff and parents are involved in completing 

Opinion Surveys.  All of the data from the surveys is analysed to help formulate plans and directions for the 

following year, to ensure continuous school improvement. 

 

From the Department of Education 

Axedale Primary School is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of the school. The Parent 

Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted 

amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding 

of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use 

the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

Seventy-five families or 30 per cent of parents (whichever the larger – for Axedale PS – 75 families) will be 

invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent 

Opinion Survey will be conducted from Thursday 26th July to Sunday 26th August. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any 

convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The 

online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, 

Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September via School Council and will 

be shared with parents via the Newsletter.  

Last year we used parent feedback -  

 to plan for improved transition and Orientation Day experiences  

 to streamline the excursion permission note process 

 to adjust the school camp structure 

 to consider when planning grade structures 

 to provide all grade 6’s with a leadership opportunity through Junior School Council involvement 

 to initiate a Music program  

 to continually improve our grounds and facilities. 

 

Our 75 families have been randomly selected electronically by the CASES21 administration program. 

 

Attached to some Newsletters today is a letter outlining log in details for families. 

The more responses we get, the more we can build on what is successful in our school and the more we can 

address areas noted for improvement. 

 

Please speak to the Principal if you would like more information. 

 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 

On Friday we had Mitchell from the Jump Rope for Heart group.  

Mitchell spoke with the students about the Heart Foundation  and 

taught us all some fancy moves with the ropes. 

Attached to the newsletter today are sponsor forms for each child. 

The sponsorship form also includes details on how to register 

online. By registering online your child will receive the full benefits 

of the program and participate in online fundraising. 

 

 

 



RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS AND EXPECTED BEHAVIOUR POLICY 

Last week, a copy of our newly developed Respectful Relationships and Expected Behaviour Policy and 

Matrix were sent home to all families. 

As the expectations and skills in these areas are crucial for all students to develop, we are asking all families 

to read through the documents and sign the response page and return it to school. Your feedback on this 

response sheet will also help us to ensure the documents meet the needs for all students at Axedale PS. 

To be in the draw for a free family pass to the Bendigo Cinemas, post your response sheet into the box on 

Mrs. Baldwin’s bench by tomorrow.  Again, your feedback is appreciated. 
 

NETBALL COURT ROOF 

Attached to the newsletter last week was some information regarding the proposed construction of a roof over 

our netball court and how school families and the wider Axedale community can support this project. We are 

seeking financial support from possible partners to bring this project to completion. Strathfieldsaye & Districts 

Community Enterprise is a possible partner at this stage.  

Strathfieldsaye & Districts Community Enterprise partner with the Bendigo Bank to help fund community 

development programs and facilities. 

If you are a current Bendigo Bank customer, you may wish to help us out. 

By ringing (5443 7123) or visiting the Bendigo Bank Strath Hill Branch in Edwards Rd. you can let them 

know you would like your accounts to be tagged to the Strathfieldsaye and Districts Community Enterprise 

(SDCE) and specifically to be tagged to the Axedale Primary School Netball Court Roof project. The Agent 

Code to quote for the Strathfieldsaye & Districts Community Enterprise is 4749.  

The more times the project is tagged, the more favourable our project may be viewed when the committee 

meet to assess applications. Accounts tagged by the end of July would be most helpful. 

If you have multiple accounts eg. Everyday acct. Credit Card & Mortgage acct., each can be tagged to the 

project. 

You will incur no costs by tagging your accounts. 

Contact the school for further information if required. 
 

MUSIC IS FUN 

Tomorrow we will be attending the Music Is Fun concert at the Marong Community Hall from 10.45am. Some 

of our students will be involved in the performances and have been practicing their moves and lyrics this week. 

Travel will be by bus and the permission form signed at the start of the year will cover travel and supervision 

arrangements. 

Students will be taking lunch boxes with them, eating playlunch at 10.15 before the performance. We will 

return to school by 12.45/1.00 to eat lunch.  

The $10 cost for the excursion is covered by the bulk excursion levy. There are still a few families who need 

to pay. Please see Katrina if you are unsure about payment. 
 

LIFE EDUCATION VAN 

On August 14th and 15th Healthy Harold the Giraffe and the Life Education Van will be in our school. The 

Life Education Van is a semi-trailer arrangement, providing a classroom space inside where the lessons are 

conducted. 

All Prep-6 students will be involved in age appropriate sessions based on learning to make safe and 

responsible life choices.  

There is also a parent information session provided at the start of the two days to find out what will be 

covered and how.  

The timetable for the two days is:- 

DATE  SESSIONS SESSIONS SESSIONS 

Tues. 

14/8 

9.00 – 9.30  Parent Session 

9.30 – 11.00 Gr. 5/6  

Relate, Respect & Connect 

12.00 – 1.00 Prep  

My Body Matters 

2.00 – 3.00 Gr. 1 

Harold’s Friendship 

Wed. 

15/8 

9.30 – 10.30 Gr. 2  

Growing Good Friends 

12.00 – 1.30 Gr. 3  

All Systems Go 

1.45 – 3.15 Gr. 4/5  

Mind Your Medicine 

 

 

 



NATIONAL TREE DAY 

The Grade Prep-4 planted a variety of indigenous plants along the Campaspe River today 

as part of National Tree Day today.  

The day was organised, funded and run by the Longlea & District Landcare group with 

the support of the City of Greater Bendigo, the North Central Catchment Management 

Authority and Bendigo Toyota. 

Also there will be a community tree planting activity on Sunday 29th July from 10.00am 

at the Campaspe River for families. The planting area is on the River Reserve, just north 

of the McIvor Hwy.  
 

LEARNING DIARIES  
We are keen to get all of our Prep -3 Learning Diaries back as soon as possible. If you 

still have them at home, please complete the Parent Feedback section and have your 

child return it to their classroom teacher. 
 

GRADE 1/2 CAMP – AXEDALE ROTARY CAMP 

Our Grade 1/2 Camp to the Axedale Rotary Camp is on August 23rd and 24th. The two day/one night camp 

provides the students with their first opportunity to be on camp, in a known environment and not be far from 

home. 

We aim to have all Grade 2’s stay the night. Grade 1 students and their parents can choose whether they would 

like to stay overnight or not. This choice can be confirmed much closer to the camp. 

A camp information form, with a return slip, has been distributed to Gr. 1/2 students. Please return asap.   
 

PVF FOLLOW UP 

Our Parents, Volunteers and Friends Committee met on Tuesday morning. Items to note from the meeting 

were - 

 Our annual Progressive Dinner fundraiser has been confirmed for Saturday September 1st. This is 

always a fun night, supporting local venues and raising a few dollars for the school. The evening will 

begin at 6.00pm with entrees at the Axedale Tavern, followed by a bus trip to the Toolleen Hotel for 

main course and then back to the Tavern for dessert. A $60 charge pp will cover your meals and the 

bus trip. Please phone the school to book your spot. 

 Thanks to school families for supporting the recent Picture Plate offer and the Fruit Tree Drive. 

 Pie Drive Order Forms will be sent home on Thursday 30th August with orders due on 13th 

September and pie delivery on Thursday 20th September. 

 Father’s Day Stall on August 30th. Students will be able to purchase low cost items 

 The Fosterville Mine Golf Day is coming up on October 28th. This is a combined fundraiser run by 

the School and the Kinder with significant support from the Fosterville Mine and supporting 

contractors. We are seeking 2 or 3 parents from our school community who may be keen to be on the 

organising committee. This is a great chance to be involved if you don’t have the time to be a regular 

PVF member or attendee.  

 PVF is keen to expand the numbers involved – whether it be attending meetings or volunteering to 

help out in one off situations. Over the next six months, plans for 2019 will begin to be developed. 

Got some great ideas? Come along to the next meeting. Meeting dates are posted in the Newsletter as 



they are approaching. PVF will be revamping their noticeboard space in our assembly area so keep 

an eye out for that. 

 PVF will aim to gather more helpers who are keen to be involved in one off tasks rather than be 

regular members. 

 Funds raised so far this year include:- 

- Quick Shear  $5,000.00 

- Easter Raffle  $   774.00 

- Bulb Fundraiser  $   237.60 

- Picture Plates  $   254.50 

- BBQ Havey Norman $   134.57 

- Mother’s Day Raffle $   718.00 

- Mother’s Day Stall $   600.00 

- Elmore Pie Drive  $1,140.50 

- Fruit Trees   $1,900.00 (not completely finalised yet) 
 

COGB –COMMUNITY LISTENING POST & CLASSROOM SESSIONS 

On Tuesday August 7th, representatives from the City of Greater Bendigo will be at school working with senior 

students as part of their data gathering for development of the COGB Walking and Cycling Strategy. 

From approximately 3.10, they will also be setting up a community listening post at the Raglan St. entrance 

to gather input from parents. 
 

FATHER’S & SPECIAL PERSON’S BREAKFAST 

We will be hosting our Father’s & Special Person’s Breakfast on Thursday 30th August. Ricky is looking for 

helpers to assist with cooking breakfast from 7am on the day. Attached to the newsletter today is a form to be 

returned with RSVP numbers attending the breakfast. 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

From the start of this term, all government schools are required to make contact with parents on the same day 

of an unexplained absence. We ask that you notify the school as soon as possible on the day of absence using 

our school app (this is the preferred method as it provides us with documentation), email or phoning the school. 

Parents who have not notified the school will receive an automated SMS message when your child is marked 

absent on the electronic roll without explanation. This will occur before 10am each day. Thank you for your 

assistance with this new process. 

Details on how to download the App are below. 
 

SCHOOL APP 

If you haven’t already signed up to our school app we ask that you take the time to 

download it.  

The majority of our families have now signed up for our school app and are finding it is a 

great way of staying in touch with easy access to newsletters, receiving calendar updates 

direct to your phone and entering absence notes. It is also the way we send our alerts and reminders. 

To download the app just visit the App Store for iPhones or Google Play for Android’s. 

Search for Updat-ed and from the menu select our school. We’ll receive your registration 

request and will need to approve you before your app is up and running. 
 

BOOK FAIR 

Books that were ordered and paid for from the book fair are now available to be collected from the office, 

thanks. Deb Tuohey. 
 

FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY 

The Fresh Fruit Friday Program continues this term. Fruit will be provided during lunch and afternoon 

recess each Friday.  

Friday 27th July – Susie McGrath & Samantha Condon (still required for Music is Fun excursion) 

Friday 3rd August – Melinda Pengelly & Tara Coffin 
 

 

 



BREAKFAST CLUB 

Thank you to our volunteers, a new roster for Term 3 has been sent home. 

Tuesday 31st July – Melinda P 

Thursday 2nd August – Kellie S 

Tuesday 7th August – Liz H 

Thursday 9th August – Samantha C 
 

MICHAEL GROSS PARENTING RESOURCES 

Our school is a member of Parenting Ideas. Visit www.parentingideas.com.au    

This week’s attached article is “Five forgotten skill sets that contribute to student success”  
 

JOKE OF THE WEEK        QUOTE OF THE WEEK    

 

Q. How did all the shells get into the sea? 

A.  They got dropped there by shellicopters!! 

Thanks Max for this ripper.  

 

Q. What do cows and sheep eat? 

A. Moooosli Baaaars!! 

Very funny Luke – well done   

 

 

Lex Johnstone  

Principal 

 

FROM THE CLASSROOMS 
 

GIRLS FOOTBALL 

“Quick Axedale girls, your game has already started!” says the official.  

“Alright girls, let’s go!’’ says Mr. C.    

On Tuesday the 24th of July the Grade 4/5/6 girls went to Epsom Huntly Reserve to play in the Goldfields 

and Sandhurst Division Girls Football 2018. Winning two games out of five and coming second in our 

division, the girls made an outstanding effort. The girls had an awesome day playing and having fun 

together. For some girls it was their very first game of football and they did a fantastic job. A big well done 

to Tahlia, Piper and Nadia who play football outside of school and being our midfielders for most of the day 

and also doing an amazing job. 

Also a huge thank you to Mr. C and Ms Bingham for letting us compete in the event and for their great 

coaching through the day.   

My favourite part of the day was playing full-back and taking lots of marks!     

By Katya Grade 6. 
 

BOYS FOOTBALL 

“Handball it to me…I kick it to Will he snaps it and…it’s a goal!” “Keep it going boys get another one”. 

Said Mr C.   

On Wednesday 25th of July the 4/5/6 boys played footy out at Epsom Huntly Reserve to play in the Goldfields 

and Sandhurst division 5. Winning 3 games losing 1 and drawing one with Victory we finished in 3rd in our 

division and I think all the boys gave it 110% and especially all the boys who hadn’t played footy before. My 

highlight would be playing in full-back and stopping heaps of goals. I’d like to thank super coach Mr C and 

footy mum Ms Bingham.  

By Jaeyln Grade 6 
 

FORMS TO BE RETURNED OR ORGANISED AT SCHOOL 
 

MUSIC IS FUN - $10 payment due. 

 

FOOTBALL – Grade 4, 5 & 6 students. $5 payment due for all students as not included in Excursion Levy. 

 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/


 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 


