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Important dates: 

March  

 

15th Book Club orders due 

19th & 20th MARC Van  

20th School Council AGM ï 6.30pm 

21st Palmerôs Gymnastics Session 3 P-6 

22nd Gigalees Performance P-3 - $8 

23rd Ecolink Incursion P-2 

March  

 

 

 

April  

23rd Ride2School Day 

26th Young Leaders Conference Gr 6 

28th Palmerôs Gymnastics Session 4 P-6 

29th End of term - 2.30pm dismissal 

16th  First day of Term 2 

25th  ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Our awards recipients this week are:- 

VALUES AWARDS  

Drew ï For being very organised for our visit 

to the Gym and helping other students to get 

their drink bottles and belongings ready 

before leaving. 

Harry  ï For showing improved resilience in 

the classroom. 

Mekayla ïAlways being a co-operative 

member of groups during learning activities 

and treating her classmates and teachers with 

respect and kindness. 

Grace - For showing Respect to teachers and 

friends and co-operating by including others 

in all classroom and school yard activities. 

Lainey ï For co-operating with others in and 

out of the classroom. 

John L ï For always using his manners when 

speaking to others. 
 

CLASSROOM ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARDS 

Caleb ï For always being a keen and eager 

participant in all activities and being willing to 

óhave a goô at all work presented. 

Ryder ï for working hard during Maths Focus 

Groups to increase his subtraction skills.  

Riley ï For showing great improvement and effort 

in his writing and participating actively in guided 

reading sessions. 

Ben - For doing his Personal Best to learn weekly spelling words and achieving 

great results. 

Macy ï For her persistence in working through some challenging subtraction 

equations. 

John H ï For his addition of descriptive language within his narrative writing.  
 

GOLDEN BRUSH 

This week the Golden Brush was won by Grade 3.  
 

HOUSE TROPHY 

This week the House Trophy was won by Campaspe.   

  

MISSING BOMBER JACKET  

Sadie Field in Grade 3 is missing her new 

Bomber Jacket. It is named on the inside. Can 

families please check it hasnôt accidently 

made itôs way home to your place. Thanks 

mailto:axedale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


INDONESIAN AWARDS  

Congratulations to Mekayla, Keira, Sam, 

Lincoln and Daniel who achieved an award for 

their efforts in Indonesian last week. 

 

PRINCIPALôS REPORT 
 

SHAVE FOR A CURE 

Congratulations to Luke Peters for being brave 

enough to shave his head yesterday as part of the 

óShave For a Cureô campaign to raise awareness and funds for leukaemia research. 

Luke was able to raise just over $100 to send away to the Leukaemia Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENDIGO VOLLEYBALL  

Today our Gr.5 and Gr. 6 students took part in the Bendigo District Schools Volleyball Championships at 

the Schweppes Centre. We entered a girls team, a boys team and a mixed team.  

Results in at time of printing ï the girls team have won 3 out of 3, mixed team are 0/3 and boys are 1/2. 

SCHOOL CROSSING SUPERVISOR OF THE YEAR 

Every two years, School Crossings Victoria, holds an awards night to honour the dedication and hard work 

put into the Community by School Crossing Supervisors from all over the state. It is that time again where 

they ask all schools to promote the award and ask the school community to nominate the supervisor they feel 

is worthy of being recognised, and may even be judged Victoriaôs School Crossing Supervisor of the Year. 

What an honour that title will be for one of statewide dedicated supervisors. 

The 2015/2016 award night was held in Preston in 2016 with the winner being Robyn Sabljak from 

Murrindindi Shire Council.  

Nomination forms are available at the Office and we hope many parents will be keen to nominate our 

Crossing Supervisor, Robyn Parker. Robyn is employed by the City of Greater Bendigo. Nominations close 

on May 25, 2018. 

 

 

Mr. C ï 

what 

have you 

done to 

me?!! 



PREPS 

Our Preps have now completed 26 days of school and are tracking along really well. Ms Saunders is very 

pleased with their cooperation, caring for others, beginning writing and reading skills. We are particularly 

pleased with the great help we are getting in the mornings with reading time. To have every Prep child read 

to an adult every day, and then be read to by a parent with a small group of friends is a great way to start the 

day and builds a love and enjoyment of reading. Many schools would love to achieve this every day. 

The students have settled well into their daily routines and bursts of progress in a range of skills and knowledge 

is beginning to flourish. We really appreciate the work parents are doing at home helping students to learn 

their colour words and the alphabet. Children are having lots of fun playing games and sharing their learning 

with their families. Learning Diaries at the end of term will be a great way of keeping track of where students 

are at and what they are doing. 

For the Newsletter today, we gathered the thoughts of the prep students with the question:- What have you 

enjoyed most about school so far?  

Ruby ï I love playing on the monkey bars and 

playing with the teddies in my classroom. 

Maddi ï I like doing numbers on the whiteboard 

best. 

Clementine ï I love playing downball with Amelia 

and doing all my work in class. 

Rowan ï The thing I have enjoyed the most is the 

two slides and going to Gym.  

Drew ï I love reading books and playing in the 

sandpit with my friends. 

Peyton ï I love going to gymnastics and drawing in 

my classroom. 

Baxter ï I love playing and digging in the sandpit 

and drawing in my classroom. 

Lauren ï I have loved going to the Gym and doing 

patterns on the whiteboards in my classroom. 

Caleb ï I like playing in the big rock sandpit and 

making books with the long magnets. 

Jackson ï I love playing on the rocks with Hudson 

and writing on the whiteboards inside. 

Isabella ï I have enjoyed making patterns with 

pencils and textas and being on the playground. 

Harry ï I like playing in the white cubby and 

making things with the magnets in my classroom. 

Max ï I like playing on the playground and playing 

with the big lego inside. 

Cale ï I have enjoyed playing Kingball, playing on 

the playgrounds and playing in the sand pit. 

Lil y ï I love playing in the sand pit with Ruby. Hudson ï I like saying hello to my friends and 

playing frisbee with Jackson outside. 

Alexis ï I like playing games like hide and seek and 

toy time with my friends. 

Baylee ï I have loved playing on the slides and 

doing drawing in the classroom. 

Kennedy ï I have enjoyed playing on the 

playground and colouring in the classroom. 

Kamryn ï I have enjoyed playing with Smurf and 

Humpty Dumpty and taking the food scraps to the 

compost bin and worm farm to make food for the 

plants. 
Emily - absent  

 

GIGALEES PERFORMANCE 

The Gigalees are putting on a performance for us on Thursday March 22nd at the Axedale Hall. Our Prep ï 

Gr. 3 students will be attending.  

óKids of all ages (even the big adult type kids) cannot help but laugh out loud and get drawn into the world 

of The Gigalees. Wilma and Daisy are the best of friends. They play lots of games and no one is ever left out. 

The performers, Wilma and Daisy, have a long history in performing. From circus to theatre, school shows 

to music education, The Gigalees know how to have fun and entertain the youngest of audiences. The 

Gigalees are very active in their humour. They have brought back vaudeville comedy for kids. We all like to 

see people fall over, pick themselves up, dust themselves off and have a huge laugh about it!ô 

Cost of the performance is $8.00 for those families who havenôt paid the Excursion Levy. Newsletters have 

been stamped PAID if this is the case. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

Next Tuesday, 20th March, our Annual General Meeting will be held from 6.30pm. At the AGM, I will be 

presenting our Annual Report for 2017 covering the areas of Student Achievement, Student Engagement, 

Student Well Being and an overall Financial Report. 

Also at the AGM, School Council will elect office Bearers for the upcoming year. 

The AGM is open to anyone who would like to come along. 
 

 



DRAGON MILE 2018 

This wonderful event is happening again on Easter Sunday (1st April  ï no joke!) 

Prep ï Gr. 4 students can enter the óMini Mileô (800 metres) and Grade 5/6 students the full óDragon Mileô 

(1.6km). 

Please see flyer attached to the newsletter or see Mr C for an entry form. 

Entries need to be signed and money ($10) enclosed in an envelope and returned to Mr C no later than 

Monday 26th March (last Monday of Term 1) 

Please see Mr C if you have any questions and get involved in this wonderful event! 
 

YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE 

All of our Grade 6 students will be attending the Young Leaders Conference in Melbourne on Monday 26th 

March. Each year our students attend the conference, where there will be a range of guest speakers that will 

share their experiences and thoughts on how our young leaders can fulfil their potential in life. 

Miss Bingham and Mr. J will be accompanying 

the students. Students will need to bring their 

lunch and a water bottle. Hats are not required. 

There will be no cost to parents. 
 

GYMNASTICS PROGRAM  

Our 2nd gym session went really well yesterday 

and the students continued to participate with 

great enthusiasm. 

If parents are wanting to attend, session times 

are:-  

11.45 Grade 2 & 3 

12.45 Grade 4/5/6 

1.45 Prep/1   (some of our senior students will 

stay back and be working with the P/1 group) 

  

 

 

RIDE2SCHOOL DAY  
To promote active and healthy students, the school takes part each year in Ride2School Day. Friday March 

23rd is Ride2School Day. We use the wonderful OôKeefe Rail Trail as our safe travel path and again this year 

we will have members of the Friends of the Bendigo Kilmore Rail Trail (FOBKRT) group riding with us. 

We will be starting from where the trail crosses Longlea Lane (Peppercorn Park) and making our way to 

school along the trail.  

A yummy breakfast of cheese & ham toasties and fruit will be available upon arrival at school. 

A reminder that parents are responsible for getting their children to which ever start point they are joining the 

ride from.  

Can parents please ensure that bikes are in good working order before the day of the ride. 

Please ensure you child has a water bottle 

Note - Riding will be along the OôKeefe Rail Trail 

 



 

Approximate timetable 

7.30   Leaving Longlea Lane 

7.40 crossing Bowles Rd. 

8.00 crossing Giris Rd 

8.10 crossing Hickey Rd. 

8.15 crossing Taig Rd. 

8.20 crossing Burns St. 

8.30 Start of Shadforth St 

8.40 Arrive at school 
 

Students and parents are encouraged to join in at designated stops along the way, depending on age (of the 

students!!), fitness and bike control skills.  

History shows a conservative estimate of your childôs riding and fitness capacity is best. 

Younger students may wish to join us on Shadforth St., so they can ride along the asphalt track where scooters 

and training wheels are best suited. 

If your children are taking part, please contact the school and let us know where your child will be starting. 

Please contact Mr. J with any queries. 

 
 

FROM THE CLASSROOMS 
 

MAGIC WORDS  
 ñThe Magic 100 Words (M100W) and More Magic Words 
feature the 100 and 101-200 most frequently used words in 

reading and writing. The first 12 most frequently occurring words 

appear so often they make up on average, one quarter or one in 

every four words that we read or write. The next 20 most 

commonly used words together with the first 12 words (32 

words) make up, on average, one third of all words in reading and 

writing. The remaining 68 most frequently occurring words (100 

words), make up the 100 most important words in learning to 

read, as they account for one half of words that we use daily in 

reading and writing.ò http://www.magicwords.com.au/ 

 

 

ECOLINK INCURSION 

On Friday March 23rd, our P/1/2 students will be taking part in 

an EcoLink Incursion focussing on Compost. Ecolink are based 

in Bacchus Marsh and do lots of great work in schools so we 

are looking forward to their visit. The dayôs activities will build 

on the Earth Science work completed by Ms. Saunders in the 

junior grades and Lydia in the older grades. There is no cost for 

this incursion. 

 

 

http://www.magicwords.com.au/


CAMP QUALITY FUNDRAISER  

I have recently had a call from Paula Glare who is walking from Bendigo to Sunbury to raise money for Camp 

Quality. Paula is completing her walk on Friday March 23rd and Saturday 24th. She will be walking through 

Axedale at approximately 9.00am on Friday 23rd. We will cheer Paula on from our fence and students might 

like to bring along a gold coin to donate to this great cause.  

Camp Quality believe kids impacted by cancer should have every opportunity to thrive. 

At every stage of the cancer experience, Camp Quality provides innovative programs and services to develop 

life skills and strengthen the wellbeing of children aged 0 -13 growing up with cancer, and their families. 
 

LUNCH  ORDERS 

Prep ï Gr 2 students can have their next hot lunch order next week on Friday 23rd March. 

All Gr. 3-6 (including the Gr 3ôs in the Gr. 2/3) will be able to order hot lunch orders on Thursday 29th 

March. 
 

NATURAL LEARNERS HOLIDAY PROGRAM  

In the newsletter today is the holiday program schedule. Further detailed information is available on our 

website or from the office. 
 

VOLUNTARY FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS  

To subsidise our Government funding, we request families make a voluntary contribution to the school. We 

have a suggested amount of $50 1st child, $30 2nd child and $20 3rd + child. 

A Grounds Maintenance and Beautification amount of $20 per family has also been requested to continue 

the development of exciting and safe grounds/facilities for our students to play in. 
 

FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION  

It is extremely important that the school has up to date information about your children and their contacts etc.   

Please look through the forms sent home in your family envelope today, correct/add anything that you think 

needs changing/adding and return them to school ASAP.   Many thanks for your support in this matter.  
 
 

FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY  

The Fresh Fruit Friday Program will continue this year. Fruit will be provided during afternoon recess each 

Friday. 

Friday 16th March ï Samantha Condon & Susie McGrath 

Friday 23rd March ï Tara Coffin & Tanya Czuczman 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB  

Breakfast Club is run on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. All students are welcome to come along and 

share breakfast with some of their school mates from 8.30-8.50am.  

Our Student Well Being Worker Ricky Cawley runs this most beneficial program. 

Tuesday 20th March ï Hannelie Schutte 

Thursday 22nd March ï Kellie Smith 

Tuesday 27th March ï Liz Harrington 

Thursday 29th March ï Samantha Condon 
 

MICHAEL GROSS PARENTING RESOURCES 

Our school is a member of Parenting Ideas. Visit www.parentingideas.com.au    

This weekôs attached article is ñDevelop a resilience mindsetò  
 

SCHOOL APP 

If you havenôt already signed up to our school app we ask that you take the time to 

download it.  

The majority of our families have now signed up for our school app and are finding it is a 

great way of staying in touch with easy access to newsletters, receiving calendar updates 

direct to your phone and entering absence notes. It is also the way we send our alerts and reminders. 

To download the app just visit the App Store for iPhones or Google Play for Androidôs. 

Search for Updat-ed and from the menu select our school. Weôll receive your registration 

request and will need to approve you before your app is up and running. 
 

 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/


ESMART TIP OF THE WEEK  

Parents may wish to visit https://www.esafety.gov.au/iparent for lots of tips and links to help keep your 

children safe on-line. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/iparent


FACTS OF THE WEEK  

Human body facts 

¶ The brain uses over a quarter of the oxygen used by the human body.  

¶ Your heart beats around 100000 times a day, 36500000 times a year and over a billion times if you 

live beyond 30.   

¶ Red blood cells carry oxygen around the body. They are created inside the bone marrow of your 

bones. 

¶ The colour of a humanôs skin is determined by the level of pigment melanin that the body produces. 

Those with small amounts of melanin have light skin while those with large amounts have dark skin. 

¶ Adult lungs have a surface area of around 70 square metres!  

¶ Humans have a stage of sleep that features rapid eye movement (REM). REM sleep makes up around 

25% of total sleep time and is often when you have your most vivid dreams.  

¶ Most adults have 32 teeth.  

¶ The smallest bone found in the human body is located in the middle ear. The staples (or stirrup) bone 

is only 2.8 millimetres long. 

¶ Your nose and ears continue growing throughout your entire life.  

¶ Infants blink only once or twice a minute while adults average around 10.  

¶ As well as having unique fingerprints, humans also have unique tongue prints. 

¶ The left side of your body is controlled by the right side of your brain while the right side of your 

body is controlled by the left side of your brain. 

¶ Antibiotics are only effective against bacteria, they won't help in fighting off a virus. 

¶ It takes the body around 12 hours to completely digest eaten food. 

¶ Your sense of smell is around 10000 times more sensitive than your sense of taste.  

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK  

ñPainting is poetry that is seen rather than felt, and poetry is painting that is felt rather than seen.ò 

Leonardo da Vinci 
 

JOKE OF THE WEEK  

Q: What do you call a handsome goat? 

A: Billy Idol  

 

Lex Johnstone  

Principal 

 

PARENTS, VOLUNTEERS & FRIENDS (PVF) 
 

PICTURE PLATES  

Attached to the newsletter last week was some information about the Picture Plate. Plates will be available 

for $28 for the first one and then $26.50 for each additional plate. 

Please complete the order form later in the newsletter and return with payment by Thursday 29th March (last 

day of term). 

The plates will be completed early in Term 2. 

 

EASTER RAFFLE  

Tickets for our Easter Hamper Raffle were sent home a few 

weeks ago. Tickets are $1 each. Families are asked to 

provide a small Easter item for our Easter Raffle to be 

drawn at the end of term. Donations can be left at the Office.  

We have has a great response so far ï thank you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/humanbody/tongue.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/food.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=8tzc6Vjp&id=DADBEDE92887F9BB54C0F7FA31BCE6174632A1E9&thid=OIP.8tzc6VjpK8FFMhilocmdlwHaD4&mediaurl=http://i1.mirror.co.uk/incoming/article9596872.ece/ALTERNATES/s1200/PROD-Easter-eggs-in-basket.jpg&exph=630&expw=1200&q=easter+egg+pic&simid=608017721678039141&selectedIndex=0


FORMS TO BE RETURNED OR ORGANISED AT SCHOOL  
 

GYM - $25 payment due 

 

VOLLEYBALL - $5 payment due for Grade 5 & 6 students 

 

GIGALEES PERFORMANCE - $8 payment due for Prep/1/2/3 students 
 

FAMILY INFORMATION  

It is extremely important that the school has up to date information about your children and their contacts etc.   

Please look through the forms sent home today, correct/add anything that you think needs changing/adding 

and return them to school ASAP.   Many thanks for your support in this matter.  
 

ASTHMA MANAGEMENT PLAN  

At the beginning of each school year we require an updated Asthma Management Plan for those students who 

are diagnosed with asthma. Can these please be organised ASAP and the new plan dropped into the office so 

we can update our records? Parents are also asked to check the expiry date on any medication which is kept 

at school and supply the school with new Ventolin if required.  Parents are reminded that we require each 

student to have their own spacer due to health regulations. Thanks for your assistance with this. 
 

 

COMMUNITY  
To save some costs, we have decided not to print community adverts any longer. They will still be available 

on our online version of the newsletter on our school website www.axedaleps.vic.edu.au and also posted up 

at school when relevant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
" ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PICTURE PLATE ORDER FORM  

 

Orders for the Picture Plate fundraiser are due by Thursday 29th March (last day of Term) 

 

FAMILY NAME : _____________________________________ 

 

STUDENT NAME: ____________________________ PRICE: $28.00 

 

STUDENT NAME: ____________________________ PRICE: $26.50 

 

STUDENT NAME: ____________________________ PRICE: $26.50 

 

Please order Picture Plates as listed above.  

 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: _________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.axedaleps.vic.edu.au/


 
 

 



 


