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NEWSLETTER No. 16 JUNE 11th 2020 
Important dates: 

June 11th Fruit Tree orders close June 26th CSEF applications close 

26th Last day of Term 2 – 2.30pm finish 

 

STUDENT AWARDS 

Grade Prep/1  

Abbie – For being very involved in her learning and sharing this enthusiasm with others. 

Grade 2  

Hudson – For fitting back into the routine of our classroom so well and setting a good example for the rest of 

the class. Thank you Hudson, keep up the great work. 

Grade 3/4  

Shania – For always showing the school values. Your work is always of a high standard and you are a great 

support to others in our classroom. Well done. 

Grade 4/5  

Connor – For showing his RESILIENCE and PERSONAL BEST by returning to school in a positive manner 

and completing tasks to the best of his ability. 

Grade 5/6  

Leila-Jean – For rising to the challenge of Remote Learning and working hard to achieve her personal best 

each day. She has also made a positive transition back to school. 

 
* Please note that for the rest of Term 2, Value Awards will be given. Achievement Awards will re-commence in Term 3.  

 

 

 

June 12th Evie Aurisch-McGrath 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN TO ON-SITE LEARNING 

It is wonderful to have all students on-site and re-connecting with their peers and staff. We have missed the 

‘buzz’ of having students here – in classrooms and the school yard. Thank you to everyone for their work and 

support during Remote Learning. We have all worked in a way that was unfamiliar and present challenges, 

and as a school community, should be congratulated on the way we have worked in this unfamiliar setting.  

Please take the time to read the letter attached to this Newsletter from Jenny Attar, Secretary Department of 

Education and Training.  

It is quite normal for students and parents to experience a myriad of emotions when transitioning back to on-

site learning. These emotions can relate, but are not limited to separation, learning, social connections, and 

medical concerns. Please keep in contact with myself and classroom teachers so that we can work together to 

support students who are experiencing difficulties transitioning back to on-site learning.  

 

STAGGERED END OF DAY PICK UP TIMES 

Thank you for assisting with the staggered pick up times. We ask that parents remain in cars and children will 

make their way to you. Please contact us if the time given for pick up doesn’t suit. Students can only be 

dismissed at the earlier time if they are being picked up at 3.15pm.  
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THANK YOU 

Over the last few weeks we have had some families assist with maintenance around the school. We greatly 

appreciate the support and skills available within our school community. Thank you to Greg Wait for repairing 

our ride on mower, Ben and Mitch Harris for fixing our play equipment and to the Doak family for helping to 

remove ‘rubbish’ from the outside storage area.  

 

UNIFORMS 

Could all parents please check that uniform items have student or family names on them. We have started our 

collection of lost property items and unfortunately some of the items don’t have a name. Could parents also 

check items to ensure that your child/children has brought the correct item home. We have had a number of 

families who have indicated that items are missing but they have a student / family name on them.  

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW (RETURNING) STUDENTS 

I would like to welcome Dayne to APS and Alizé, who is returning to APS. We welcome these students and 

their families to our school community. Dayne and Alizé have joined the Grade 3/4 class with Mr F.  

 

TEST AND TAG   
Each year we are required to have all electronic cables ‘tested and tagged’ to ensure that equipment is safe for 

everyone to use. All Grade 5/6 devices and charging cords are required at school on Monday 15th (next 

Monday) and will be returned to students by Wednesday afternoon. It is important that all equipment is here 

to enable this testing to be completed.  

 

REPORTS – SEMESTER 1  
Modified reports, in line with DET expectations, will be distributed on the last day of term. Parent Teacher 

Interviews will occur next Term – more than likely, remotely through Webex etc. 

 

PARENT DETAILS 

As the August Census is fast approaching, please remember to update the school with any occupation changes, 

or any work / mobile phone number changes so that we have the correct information on our system. Thank 

you. 
 

COMMUNICATION 

Newsletters will now be provided weekly, with hard copies being distributed to eldest in the family. It is very 

important that we stay in contact with each other. We would like to send most communication out through the 

uEducateUs platform. Please continue to monitor uEducateUs for Announcements - at a whole school and 

class level.  

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2021 

We would normally begin our 2021 Prep information sessions in Term 2, during Education Week. Due to the 

current situation, we won’t be able to hold any of our planned information sessions this term. We are awaiting 

information from DET regarding what this will look like in Term 3. If you are a parent of a Prep student or 

know of a Prep student enrolling for 2021, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  

 

FRUIT AND ORNAMENTAL TREE DRIVE 

Orders for our tree drive close today Thursday 11th June. We want to thank our school families and the wider 

community for their support. With sales we have received to date this fundraiser has been very successful 

again. We will let those people who have ordered know a delivery date and time once this is confirmed for us.  
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

The CSEF allowance has been extended during Term 2. If your circumstances have changed and you are now 

eligible please speak to Corrina or Katrina to submit an application form. 

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for 

the benefit of the eligible student. 

Primary school student rate is $125 per year. 

The CSEF is paid directly to the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or 

excursions costs for your child. 



To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian must: 

 on the first day of Term One (28th January, 2020), or first day of Term Two (14th April, 2020) 

a) be a holder of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care 

Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 

b) be a temporary foster parent, and: 

c) submit an application to the school by Friday 26th June, 2020. 

 

MICHAEL GROSS PARENTING RESOURCES 

Our school is a member of Parenting Ideas. Visit www.parentingideas.com.au    

This week’s attached article is “Collaborative parenting style wins the day during COVID-19” 

 

JOKE OF THE WEEK 

Q: Why did the banana go to the doctor? 

A: Because he wasn’t peeling well 

Thank you to Luke for this week’s joke. 

 

 

Corrina Hartland  

Principal 
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Dear parents and carers, 

 

Term 2 in 2020 has been like no other school term in Victoria’s history, and so I am writing to thank you 

for your support. 

 

As you know, this week Grade 3 to Year 10 students joined Prep to Grade 2, VCE and specialist school 

students in face to face learning. It is great to see our school communities come together again. 
 

In responding to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic over the past few months, the Department of 

Education and Training has asked a lot of our teachers and schools, and we have also required your support 

as parents and carers. 

 

I want to acknowledge the extraordinary effort you have all made in working in partnership with your 

teachers and schools to support your children while they have been learning from home. 

 

When I wrote to you a few months ago as we transitioned to remote and flexible learning, I 

acknowledged that it would be a challenging time for everyone, but that it was important to work closely 

together to provide the best possible support for students. 
 

Many of you have since told me that there have been difficult, rewarding and challenging experiences 

during this unique and uncertain time that we have been through together. I thank you for your support, 

commitment, patience and perseverance. 

 

But despite difficulties, I’ve been impressed to hear inspiring stories of education innovation. The 

innovative and creative approaches adopted during remote and flexible learning have been 

outstanding, and many schools will bring new approaches with them to on-site schooling. 
 

Many school communities have forged even stronger relationships and partnerships — with families and 

teachers gaining a greater mutual appreciation of their shared contributions to school education. 

 

Our schools now have a range of precautionary measures to protect the health and safety of your 

children, your family, teachers and staff, and your local community. 

 

I hope these measures, along with the knowledge that the Victorian Chief Health Officer and Victorian 

Government have approached the return to on-site schooling with the utmost precaution and careful 

planning, have helped ease any anxiety about the return to on-site schooling. 
 

The changes at your school are consistent with health advice, including enhanced cleaning in schools and 

frequent handwashing. Your school has also asked you to practice physical distancing during drop-off and 

pick-up times. 

 

Your children may be feeling anxious about returning to school. Reassure your child that it’s safe for them 

to go back to school and reinforce what they’ve been practicing at home around hand hygiene and coughing 

and sneezing. Reassure them that extensive cleaning is being carried out in schools and public transport to 

keep them safe. 
 

 



Please remember the health advice: if you or your child is unwell, please stay at home. This is vital to 

ensuring the effective management of the pandemic. 

 

Information about how to speak to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found here: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx 
 

Visit the Department’s website for the latest information about coronavirus (COVID-19) at: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
 

Thank you once again for working with your schools to support your children while they were learning at 

home and for your patience during the staged return to on-site schooling. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Jenny Atta 

Secretary 
Department of Education and Training 
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