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RESPECT, PERSONAL BEST, RESILIENCE, COOPERATION 
 

NEWSLETTER No. 26 SEPTEMBER 17th 2020 
Important dates: 

Sept 18th Term 3 concludes – 2.30pm 

 

Oct 5th Term 4 Commences 

16th Curriculum Day (Pupil Free Day) 

 

SCHOOL VALUES AWARDS 

Grade Prep/1 

Zac K – For always trying his best to complete set work and for writing very informative diaries about his 

experiences. 

Grade 2 

Maddison – For trying her personal best to complete all activities as 5 star work. Maddison has been working 

hard to make sure that she doesn’t rush and the end product of her work is 5 star work. 

Grade 3/4 

Charlie – For working hard to complete remote learning activities. You have worked hard to complete set 

tasks and always work to the best of your abilities. Well Done Charlie. 

Grade 4/5 

Darcy S – For demonstrating his Personal Best work by completing all Remote Learning tasks to a high 

standard. Darcy continues to show improvement in all learning areas due to his hard working attitude. 

Congratulations on a great term! 

Logan – For demonstrating his Personal Best work by completing all Remote Learning tasks to a high 

standard. Logan has maintained well organised workbooks in Maths and English and shows initiative by 

asking questions about his learning. Congratulations on a great term! 

Grade 5/6 

Anabelle – For carefully following the acronym BOLTSS to include the six essential features when designing 

her imaginative continent. Her map was very creative and neatly presented. 

 

* Students who receive an award during Remote Learning will receive their certificates at our first assembly 

in Term 4.  

SEPTEMBER 

22nd Danny Gorrie 

22nd Lily Torr 

25th Harry Wait 

28th Mitchell Harris 

OCTOBER 

6th Jackson Goudie 

7th Alexis Fisher    

 

ROADMAP TO EASING CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) RESTRICTIONS IN SCHOOLS 

Following announcements made on Tuesday this week regarding the changes to restrictions in Regional and 

Rural Victoria, on Tuesday night the Department of Education and Training (DET) last night released the 

following information about our return to school for schools in regional and rural Victoria. 

Students enrolled in Prep to Grade 6 in standalone primary schools will return to on-site learning from 

Monday 5 October. Schools have the flexibility to stagger the return of year levels between Monday 5 

October and Friday 9 October, depending on local circumstances. 

At Axedale Primary School we have decided that all students will return for onsite learning on Monday 

5th October. 

 

  

END OF TERM 3 

A reminder to families of those students 

who are attending school for on-site 

supervision that dismissal time 

tomorrow, Friday 18th will be 2.30pm.  

mailto:axedale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


TERM 4 AT AXEDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 All students will be required to bring their own drink bottle to school. This will be very important 

during Term 4 as the daily temperatures become warmer. 

 We will not hold School Assembly until further notice. 

 Visitors, including parents are restricted from entering school grounds. 

 All students will be temperature checked each morning. This will be done at school gates. For this 

period of time we ask all students to enter the school, through the main front gates (between the large 

rocks) or through the gates on McIvor Highway. Staff will be at these gates from 8.30am until 9.00am 

each morning.  

 
 Punctual arrival at school will be very important. As you are aware this school year has been 

interrupted and to gain greatest benefit from a return to onsite learning it is essential for each student 

arrive at school on time – this is for greatest benefit of each child and greatest benefit for the whole 

class. 

 We will implement the staggered end of day process as was implemented previously. 

 Emphasis in classroom programs will be on literacy and numeracy. 

 Students will be asked to use sanitiser when entering and when leaving classrooms. 

 Teachers will be wearing face masks except for when teaching. 

 Student reports at the end of the year will look different to what they have looked in previous years. 
 

SCHOOL HATS 

During this time of the year, it is important that at recess and lunch times all students must wear a hat when 

playing outside. Next term we will encourage all students to wear their broad-brimmed school hat and apply 

sunscreen throughout the day.  Any students who are not wearing their school hat, will be asked to sit in the 

shade on the deck area. Hats can be purchased from the school office for $11. 
 

VIRTUAL SCHOOL TOUR 

Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, we have not been able to hold any of our 

planned information sessions this term. We have been working on a virtual tour of our 

school which has now been uploaded onto our school website. If you know of any 

prospective families encourage them to have a look: https://www.axedaleps.vic.edu.au/ 
 

2021 PLANNING 

If you know of any families who are yet to enrol their child for Prep in 2021 can you please encourage them 

to return their forms ASAP. We are also asking current families who know they won’t be attending Axedale 

PS next year to let Glenda or Katrina know by the end of this term for planning purposes. 
 

SWIMMING CANCELLED 

Our swimming was booked in for the first week of Term 4, but we have unfortunately had to cancel this 

program. A credit will be applied to family accounts for this charge. 
 

SCHOOL NURSE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PREP STUDENTS 

Parents of Prep students will have received an envelope from the school nurse. Can the questionnaire please 

be completed ASAP and returned to school. Thanks for your assistance with this. 

https://www.axedaleps.vic.edu.au/


JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 

Congratulations and a BIG thank you to all the families that sponsored an 

Axedale PS student. We raised $3,395.81 for the Heart Foundation and 

skipped for a total of 110 hours. Well done to those who sent a photo of 

yourself skipping from home. Mrs Baldwin is still collecting cash 

donations at school so please bring these in THIS WEEK if you have 

them. The Heart Foundation will be in contact re prizes and certificates. 

THANK YOU for supporting this very worthwhile cause to help others and 

keep yourselves fit too! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15Oth CELEBRATION 

This year Axedale Primary School celebrates 150 years of schooling. In the newsletter today is our fifth page 

to celebrate our history. 

 

BOOK WEEK 

We have received this article from 

Mrs Gentry. 

 

VEGETABLE SEEDLINGS 

There will be a variety of vegetable 

seedlings available for sale over 

the coming weeks. Some will be at 

the school during Learning Pack 

pick up times and also at Sonya 

Browne’s house. Sonya is kindly 

operating an honesty box system 

for sales outside her property at the 

corner of Eddington St and 

Mitchell St Axedale. 

A range of tomatoes in tubes for 

50c each and some seedlings in 

punnets for $2 are currently 

available. 

Other varieties such as zucchini, 

eggplants, capsicums etc will 

follow. 

All proceeds go towards the school 

vegetable patch. Past purchases 

include a garden seat and an ornamental windmill. 

 



The following Information has also been provided by the Department of Education and Training 

 

OTHER COVID19 ARRANGEMENTS  

On-site learning 

It is important that schools have some increased flexibility in relation to curriculum provision in Term 4 in 

order to focus on the priorities of supporting students who need additional support to catch up, continuing to 

extend and stretch those students who have thrived and enabling students to make successful transitions. 

For this reason, the usual requirements related to substantial attention to all eight key learning areas remain 

suspended for Term 4. 
 

This enables flexibility for schools to effectively support students to catch up on learning they may have 

missed in the key areas of literacy and numeracy. 

For on-site learning for students in Prep to Year 10, the focus of curriculum planning should therefore be 

literacy and numeracy together with time allocated to physical activity, with schools able to determine the 

extent to which other learning areas are included in the teaching and learning program at the local level. 

Extended student absence during on-site learning provision 

When on-site learning is permitted, schools are not expected to provide remote and flexible learning where 

parents or carers of students elect to keep their child at home, except where this is based on medical advice. 

Camps, playgrounds and facilities  

The following apply to all schools until further notice: 

 school camps and excursions cannot take place at this time 

 playgrounds should not be made available for community use 

 Community groups are not permitted to use school facilities (indoor or outdoor). 

Visitors to schools, interschool activities and school tours 

 Visitors to school grounds must be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services and 

operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, cleaning and maintenance workers). 

 To support contact tracing, schools must keep a record of all staff, students and visitors who attend on-

site for more than 15 minutes. Schools must record the name, contact details, date, and time of attendance 

at school, as well as the areas of the school that the person attended. Schools can use existing 

mechanisms such as visitor sign-in procedures, student attendance records and staffing rosters to record 

this information. 

 Additional staff, including parent volunteers, must not attend school at this time.  

 Parent-teacher information sessions and interviews must continue to be replaced with online and video 

alternatives. 

 Activities that involve on-site attendance by students from different educational institutions (e.g. 

interschool sport or interschool debating) must not take place or be replaced, where possible, with virtual 

alternatives. The exception to this is for students undertaking essential assessment relating to VCE or 

VCAL subjects. 

 Schools must not conduct on-site school tours for prospective students and their families at this time.  

 Visitors to school grounds must comply with physical distancing and face covering advice set out in this 

document, and practise good hand hygiene.  

Further health and safety measures 

Temperature checks 

In order to support community awareness of the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) and to help identify 

children displaying symptoms, all schools should undertake temperature screening of students attending on-

site.  



Face coverings in schools 

 All school-based staff must wear face coverings at school, and when travelling to and from school. 

 Teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face coverings while teaching, but those 

who wish to do so, can. Teachers should wear face coverings in other areas of the school when not 

teaching (for example, in the staffroom, on yard duty and when providing first aid or taking 

temperatures), and when travelling to and from school. 

 Health, wellbeing and inclusion staff are required to wear face coverings, unless an exemption applies, 

including the need for ‘clear enunciation or visibility of their mouth’ (for example, when undertaking a 

speech therapy intervention or working with individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing). 

 Students who attend primary school for on-site supervision, including students in Prep to Year 6 who 

attend a P-12 school, will not be required to wear a face covering. Students who are aged 12 or over by 

Year 6 are not required to wear face coverings.  

 Some students and staff are exempt from these requirements. This includes students who are over the age 

of 12 and are unable to wear a face covering due to the nature of their disability. This also includes 

students or staff who have a medical condition, such as problems with their breathing, a serious skin 

condition on the face, a disability or a mental health condition. 

 Parents/carers will be required to wear face coverings whenever they leave the house, including for 

school drop off and pick up. If they are travelling in a car alone, or only with members of their household, 

they do not need to wear a mask. 

 Schools should display information and signage at school entrances and in communal areas such as staff 

rooms as reminders for staff to wear face coverings when not teaching.  

 Schools should ensure that staff wear face coverings when required to as set out above. 

Other hygiene measures 

 Hand sanitiser should be made available at entry points to classrooms and education will be provided on 

hand hygiene.  

 Playground equipment can be used by students. However, students should practise hand hygiene before 

and after use. 

 Schools should consider the necessity of using 

shared equipment at this time. If used, strict 

hand hygiene should be followed before and 

after use. There is no requirement for books to 

be placed aside for a given period after use or if 

loaned to students. 

 Students should bring their own water bottle for 

use at school as students should not drink 

directly from drinking fountains at this time. 

Taps may be used to refill water bottles. 
 

MICHAEL GROSS PARENTING 

RESOURCES 

Our school is a member of Parenting Ideas. Visit 

www.parentingideas.com.au    

This week’s attached article is “Encourage kids to 

occupy themselves” 

 

Glenda Miller 

Acting Principal 

 

 

 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/


 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


