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Dear Parents/Carers,         16th March 2020 

   

Last night, quite late, we received an update regarding how schools will respond to COVID-19. Due to the 

update, please take note of the following changes taking effect from today, Monday March 16th, 2020. 

 

NEW DIRECTIONS 

CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS 

All camps scheduled to commence from and including Tuesday 17 March must be postponed and 

rescheduled, or, if there is no other option, cancelled. We await further clarification regarding our Grade 

3/4 camp to be held in week 3 of Term 2. 

  

For the purposes of excursions, a school excursion is defined to include local parks and sporting facilities 

regularly used by the school, including local swimming pools. All excursions outside the school for 

purposes such as visits to cultural institutions, art galleries, theatres and sporting events or facilities (other 

than those local facilities regularly used by the school) planned from and including Tuesday 17 March 

must also be postponed or cancelled. Due to this advice, our Gymnastics Program will continue as this is 

deemed to be a local excursion and we are using the facilities by ourselves. Our Young Leader’s 

Conference for Grade 6s has been cancelled for this Friday. It is hoped that the conference will be held 

later in the year. Until further notice, all future excursions, including sporting days, will not proceed. 

   

INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS 

Everyone arriving into Australia from overseas from midnight 15th March will be required to self-isolate for 

14 days. This obviously includes students and staff who may be returning from overseas excursions or 

other travel. 

  

Importantly, it also includes parents and carers and any other relatives or friends of your students who are 

returning from overseas travel. As they are required to self-isolate, they must not visit the school to pick up 

children or for any other reason. 

  

In addition, in response to the New Zealand Government’s travel restrictions announced over the 

weekend, staff and students can no longer travel to New Zealand. This is effective from Sunday 15 March 

2020. 

    

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

SCHOOL CLOSURES 

As of 10pm, Sunday the 15th of March…No government school is currently closed or in the process of 

being closed. You will be informed directly if there is any prospect that our school will be closed, either as 

a stand-alone school closure or as part of a local or area-based closure. 

  

  



 

  

 

 

ORGANISED GATHERINGS 

The Commonwealth Government has announced that mass gatherings of more than 500 people are now 

prohibited. This explicitly does not include schools running normal teaching and learning program. It does, 

however, apply to any school event that involves attendance by community members who are not students 

or staff (where staff includes support staff) and where total attendance will exceed 500. This includes 

school assemblies and sporting events. This does not apply to our school assemblies. 

    

GOOD HYGIENE PRACTICES 

Again, all the above steps are part of our efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19. We ensure that toilets 

have soap and we are providing hand sanitizer in each classroom. If we experience delays with delivery of 

soap or hand sanitizer from our suppliers we will inform our school community. 

  

SCHOOL CLEANING 

While there are no reported cases of COVID-19 among the staff or students, the current school cleaning 

contracts and operations are appropriate and adequate. Most of our teachers and staff are taking extra 

measures and re-cleaning surfaces also. 

  

The whole COVID-19 situation is evolving, so please understand this update is based on current 
information that can change at any moment. Should there be a substantial change in circumstances we 
will update your through emails, notifications on the uEducateus app, our school website and Cases text 
messages.  
 
Please find attached the latest update provided to schools by the Department of Health and Human 
Services.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Corrina Hartland 
Axedale Primary School.  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
STATEMENT ON SCHOOL CLOSURES IN VICTORIA 
 

Dr Brett Sutton MBBS MPHTM FAFPHM FRSPH FACTM MFTM 
Victorian Chief Health Officer 
Victorian Chief Human Biosecurity Officer 
 

 

The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) met recently to consider the issue of 
school closures in relation to the community transmission of COVID-19. 

The Committee’s advice is that pre-emptive school closures are not likely to be proportionate or 
effective as a public health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time. 

As Victoria’s Chief Health Officer and as a member of the AHPPC, I fully endorse this advice in relation 
to schools in Victoria. 

There is currently limited information on the contribution of children to transmission of COVID-19. The 
WHO-China Joint Mission noted the primary role of household transmission and observed that children 
tended to be infected from adults. 

Previous work suggests that the potential reduction in community transmission from pre-emptive 
school closures may be offset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at 
school. 

There is a particular risk associated with the fact that children may require care from vulnerable 
grandparents or may continue to associate (and transmit infection) outside of school settings. 

Broadly, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the health 
costs are often underestimated and the benefits are overestimated. 

This may be even more so in relation to COVID-19 as unlike influenza, the impact on otherwise healthy 
children has been minimal to date. 

For pre-emptive school closures to be effective, prolonged closure is required and it would be unclear 
when they could be re-opened. If there were still a large pool of susceptible students when schools are 
re-opened, there would be likely to be re-emergence of transmission in the community. 

School closures may still be considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, 
for a shorter period of time. Short term reactive school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning 
and contact tracing to occur. 

Should evidence change in relation to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collaboration with 
AHPPC, would of course change also. 


